
 



TUNGKHUNGIA BURANJI OR A HISTORY OF ASSAM, I681-

I826 A.D.: an old Assamese Chronicle of the Tungkhungia Dynasty of 

Ahom Sovereigns. Compiled, edited, and translated by S. K. BHUYAN. 

London: Humphrey Milford I933. 82 X 5 2 inches; xxxii +262 pages; 

illustration. I5s Assam is peculiar among the provinces of India in 

possessing vernacular his-torical records known as buranjis. The keeping 

of such chronicles, written on strips of bark and maintained in former 

times by all leading families, was intro-duced by the Ahoms, who first 

invaded Assam from the upper Irrawaddy basin in the thirteenth 

century. Like many old records in India, these have been fast 

disappearing through various destructive agencies. Forty years ago 

systematic measures were taken by the then Chief Commissioner, the 

scholarly Sir C. J. Lyall, at the instance of Mr. (now Sir Edward) Gait, to 

stem the tide of destruc-tion and promote research into the history, 

ethnography, and archaeology of the province. These bore such good 

fruit that in I928 it was found expedient to establish a special 

Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies. Thanks to the ability 

and zeal of its Honorary Director, Professor S. K. Bhuyan, this 

Department has already published several works of historical 

importance, the sixth of which is before us. The bulk of the volume 

comprises a translation of a chronicle dealing with the years I75I-I806 

written by order of one of the highest Ahom officials, the Duara 

Barbarua, at the end of that period. As the Tungkhungia dynasty 

however ruled from I68I to I826, the editor has amplified the story from 

other vernacular records, so as to cover the whole period of the 

dynasty. This arrangement is not altogether satisfactory, but in all other 

respects the work must be highly commended. The introduction, 

glossary of vernacular terms, and very complete index will be of special 

value to students of Assamese history.  

C. E. A. W. 0. 

 











 

 



 

 





 

 







 

 





 

 









 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 







 

 

 







 

 





 

 















 







 


